


Abraham was known as a Man of Faith.

Despite God’s Promises, Abraham Had a 
Lapse in Faith. 



Genesis 20 (NRSV)
20 From there Abraham journeyed toward 

the region of the Negeb, and settled 
between Kadesh and Shur. While residing in 
Gerar as an alien, 2 Abraham said of his wife 
Sarah, “She is my sister.” And King Abimelech 
of *Gerar sent and took Sarah.

*Gerar was the land of the Philistines



3 But God came to Abimelech in a dream by 
night, and said to him, “You are about to die 
because of the woman whom you have 
taken; for she is a married woman.” 4 Now 
Abimelech had not approached her; so he 
said, “Lord, will you destroy an innocent 
people?



5 Did he not himself say to me, ‘She is my 
sister’? And she herself said, ‘He is my 
brother.’ I did this in the integrity of my heart 
and the innocence of my hands.” 6 Then God 
said to him in the dream, “Yes, I know that 
you did this in the integrity of your heart; 
furthermore it was I who kept you from 
sinning against me. Therefore I did not let 
you touch her.



7 Now then, return the man’s wife; for he is a 
prophet, and he will pray for you and you 
shall live. But if you do not restore her, know 
that you shall surely die, you and all that are 
yours.”



8 So Abimelech rose early in the morning, and
called all his servants and told them all these 
things; and the men were very much 
afraid. 9 Then Abimelech called Abraham, and 
said to him, “What have you done to us? 
How have I sinned against you, that you have 
brought such great guilt on me and my 
kingdom? You have done things to me that 
ought not to be done.”



10 And Abimelech said to Abraham, “What 
were you thinking of, that you did this 
thing?” 11 Abraham said, “I did it because I 
thought, There is no fear of God at all in this 
place, and they will kill me because of my 
wife. *12 Besides, she is indeed my sister, the 
daughter of my father but not the daughter 
of my mother; and she became my wife.

*a half-truth is a total lie!



The Definition of Fear of God = The 
knowledge of right and wrong, and that 
there is truly a Judge who will judge 
because God is just. 



13 And when God caused me to wander from 
my father’s house, I said to her, ‘This is the 
kindness you must do me: at every place to 
which we come, say of me, He is my 
brother.’” 14 Then Abimelech took sheep and 
oxen, and male and female slaves, and gave 
them to Abraham, and restored his wife 
Sarah to him.



15 Abimelech said, “My land is before you; 
settle where it pleases you.” 16 To Sarah he 
said, “Look, I have given your brother a 
thousand pieces of silver; it is your 
exoneration before all who are with you; you 
are completely vindicated.”



17 Then Abraham prayed to God; and God 
healed Abimelech, and also healed his wife 
and female slaves so that they bore 
children. 18 For the LORD had closed fast all 
the wombs of the house of Abimelech 
because of Sarah, Abraham’s wife.



Matthew 8:23-27 (NRSV)
23 And when he got into the boat, his 
disciples followed him. 24 A windstorm arose 
on the sea, so great that the boat was being 
swamped by the waves; but he was 
asleep. 25 And they went and woke him up, 
saying, “Lord, save us! We are perishing!”



26 And he said to them, “Why are you afraid, 
you of little faith?” Then he got up and 
rebuked the winds and the sea; and there 
was a dead calm. 27 They were amazed, 
saying, “What sort of man is this, that even 
the winds and the sea obey him?”



Fear Causes Us To See Things That Aren’t 
Really There. 



Fear Causes Us To Take Things Into Our Own 
Hands. 



The Definition of Mercy is Not Getting 
Something We Deserve.

Remember, God’s Wrath is defined as The act 
of God removing His protection and mercy 
from a person, place, or thing. 



Genesis 21 (NRSV)
21 The LORD dealt with Sarah as he had said, 

and the LORD did for Sarah as he had 
promised. 2 Sarah conceived and bore 
Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of 
which God had spoken to him.



3 Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son 
whom Sarah bore him. 4 And Abraham 
circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight 
days old, as God had commanded 
him. 5 Abraham was a hundred years old 
when his son Isaac was born to him.



6 Now Sarah said, “God has brought laughter 
for me; everyone who hears will laugh with 
me.” 7 And she said, “Who would ever have 
said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse 
children? Yet I have borne him a son in his 
old age.” ☺



Isaac means: He Laughs 

Ishmael means: God Hears

Both boys will become circumcised. Paul, in 
Romans and Galatians, reminds us of the 
true meaning of circumcision. 



What Circumcision in a Physical Sense? It is 
the Cutting Away of the Flesh. 



What Circumcision in a Spiritual Sense? It is 
the Cutting Away of the Flesh. 

It is the circumcision of the heart, where we 
learn to die to self (the flesh) to trust and 
obey. 



Kingdom Carryout
•Abraham was a man of faith, yet, Abraham 
had a lapse of faith, and did so more than 
once. 
•You will experience a lapse in faith when 
you fail to trust and obey.
•Saints, trust and obey, every day, one day at 
a time. 



Kingdom Carryout

•Avoid snake theology and the whispers of 
the snake. 

•Remember you have a circumcised heart. 

•You have the protection, mercy, grace, and 
eternal life of your Heavenly Father 
because of Jesus! BIG AMEN




