
POTLUCK TODAY

We are having a 
Potluck after church 
today, please stick 
around for some great 
food and fellowship. 



New Podcast
• Please email in you questions to: 

podcast@lifesongumc.org.

•Or text to 314-422-2395.

• Podcast will be posted every Friday on our website 
www.lifesongumc.org, and our social media sites: 
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.

•Questions about the sermon, religion, and/or life stuff.

• Submit your suggestion to be voted on for the name of 
the new Podcast.  

mailto:podcast@lifesongumc.org
http://www.lifesongumc.org/




Jesus in a Box

•We all like to put Jesus in a box.

•We do! We like Jesus - just on our terms, right?

•When we put Jesus in box, it gives us the feeling 
of being in control. 

•When we put Jesus in a box, He is conformed to 
our image and not vice versa



Quote

“We fall into thinking what multitudes of our 
lost forefathers thought. We buy into this 
one fateful thought, that perhaps we’re 
smarter than God, that maybe our way is 
better than His way.”
-Paul David Tripp



Matthew 27:11-12
11 Meanwhile Jesus stood before the 
governor, and the governor asked him, “Are 
you the king of the Jews?” “You have said 
so,” Jesus replied. 12 When he was accused by 
the chief priests and the elders, he gave no 
answer.



Matthew 27:13-14
13 Then Pilate asked him, “Don’t you hear the 
testimony they are bringing against 
you?” 14 But Jesus made no reply, not even to 
a single charge—to the great amazement of 
the governor.



Jesus in a Box
•Pilate failed to see Jesus for who He truly was. 
•The title King of the Jews is used only in Matthew.
• Pilate was unwilling to surrender his view of Jesus 

for what was true. 
• Jesus’ silence is emphasized, no doubt, again with 

Isaiah 53:7 in mind. For Pilate it was not only a 
matter of surprise remarked, ‘Silence was certainly 
not a usual failing on the part of Jewish 
defendants’!); it was also a judicial embarrassment.



Matthew 27:15-18
15 Now it was the governor’s custom at the festival to 
release a prisoner chosen by the crowd. 16 At that 
time they had a well-known prisoner whose name 
was Jesus Barabbas. 17 So when the crowd had 
gathered, Pilate asked them, “Which one do you want 
me to release to you: Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus who is 
called the Messiah?” 18 For he knew it was out of self-
interest that they had handed Jesus over to him.



Jesus in a Box 

•When we have an "off" view of Jesus, it leads 
to "off" living.

• Pilate, like us all, was all about self-preservation.

•Pilate was most concerned with how the people 
viewed him, rather than doing what was right 
and best.





Matthew 27:19-20

•19 While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his 
wife sent him this message: “Don’t have 
anything to do with that innocent man, for I 
have suffered a great deal today in a 
dream because of him.”
•20 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded 
the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus 
executed.



Matthew 27:21-23
• 21 “Which of the two do you want me to release to 

you?” asked the governor.
• “Barabbas,” they answered.
• 22 “What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the 

Messiah?” Pilate asked.
•They all answered, “Crucify him!”
• 23 “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked 

Pilate.
•But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”



Jesus in a Box
• Even when we try to put Jesus in a box, there are always 

people around us that will try to remind us of a proper view 
of Jesus. 

• We can choose to ignore these course corrections or embrace 
them, Pilate had a choice to make.

• Only Matthew mentions Pilate’s wife and her dream, and 
nothing is known of her from other sources, but she is hardly 
the sort of figure legend might be expected to invent. 

• There are also those around us that will encourage us to
keep Jesus in the box. 



Matthew 27:24-26
• 24 When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but 

that instead an uproar was starting, he took water 
and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am 
innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is your 
responsibility!”
• 25 All the people answered, “His blood is on us and 

on our children!”
• 26 Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had 

Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.



Jesus in a Box

•Question: What do you want to be 
remembered for? 

• Answer: As someone who lives in light of who 
Jesus is or someone who lives in light of their 
own truth with Jesus in a box?



Jesus in a Box 

•Question: How do we avoid falling into the 
same trap that Pilate fell in to? 

•Answer: Allow the evidence of Jesus to dictate 
the way we live and not our perception of
Jesus.



John 1:1-5

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 
with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all 
things were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made.4 In him was life, and 
that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.



Invitation

•Maybe you have been guilty of putting Jesus in a 
box that allows Him to be more convenient, 
maybe today is the day you allow Him out of the 
box and back onto the throne. 

•Let’s Stand and Pray 


